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The	Social	Value	of	Art:	Drawing	from	Dewey		In	 this	 talk	Mary	 Jane	 Jacob	will	examine	 the	value	of	art	as	a	social	practice.	Drawing	upon	 ideas	 expressed	 a	 century	 ago	 by	 American	 philosopher	 John	 Dewey,	 she	 will	reveal	how	art	plays	a	role	in	both	individual	and	social	development	that	is	necessary	for	a	democratic	society	to	exist.	And	like	Dewey,	for	whom	theory	and	practice	knew	no	separation,	 Jacob	will	 ground	 this	 point	 in	 the	work	 of	 artists	 and	 her	 own	 curatorial	practice,	 exposing	 the	nuanced	way	 in	which	art	 is	both	created	and	experienced,	and	how	it	can	contribute	to	social	change.	In	doing	so,	this	presentation	aims	to	offer	some	insights	into	the	potential	that	awaits	Krenn’s	and	O’Beirn’s	Maze	/	Long	Kesh	project.		
In	the	early	nineties	Mary	Jane	Jacob	pioneered	public,	site-specific,	and	socially	engaged	art,	
followed	by	five	anthologies	over	the	last	dozen	years,	ranging	from	Buddha	Mind	in	Contemporary	
Art	to	the	Chicago	Social	Practice	History	Series.	Her	new	book,	Dewey	for	Artists,	will	be	published	
by	the	University	of	Chicago	Press	in	2018.	Professor	at	the	School	of	the	Art	Institute	of	Chicago,	she	
also	directs	the	School’s	Institute	for	Curatorial	Research	and	Practice.	
	
	The	conference	and	the	art	project	concerning	the	Maze	/	Long	Kesh	site,	are	both	part	of	TRACES,	a	three-year	project	funded	in	2016	by	the	European	Commission	as	part	of	Horizon	2020	Research	and	Innovation.		www.traces.polimi.it		With	thanks	to	Development	Arts	and	Culture,	Ulster	University	
	
	
	
				 				 	
